Meet the 2011 PA Lamb & Wool Queen, Miss Kara Kingsley!
At a young age, I realized that my genetic code contained a trait that most, normal people, do not have. A love and passion for sheep binds itself to the very fibers of my being.


Sheep have always been present in my life.  With George Hunter as a grandfather, I had no choice, but to raise sheep.  Just as “football” exemplifies the essence of the Manning family; “sheep”, in my family, defines a rich tradition and honorable label.

I will never forget the first time I won grand champion lamb at my 4-H round up.  Beaming, I ran to my grandfather to show off my crisp banner. Since then, I have earned the title of Grand Champion three more times, and Reserve Champion twice.  With each shake of the judge’s hand, comes the deep sense of family pride. When the judge walks away, I look to the corner.  Grandpa always sits with a twinkling, proud smile. The look on his face and knowing that I am continuing the Hunter family tradition is worth more than any amount to money I receive from selling my lamb.


 Although winning top honors at fair seems like the accomplishment, I have actually gained much more behind the scenes. The hard work, elbow grease, and dedication that serve as requirements to succeed gives me so much more than a trophy alone.  Starting with my lead line lambs when I was three, I gained insight into what responsibility was all about.  Caring for my sheep over the years has molded me into the well rounded young adult I am today.

4-H and the Lamb and Wool Industry have given so much to me. At this point of my young adult life, I would like to "pay it forward" by promoting the sheep and wool industry. I feel that my generation needs to become more aware about how much society relies on agriculture, and particularly the sheep industry. Through my current reign as Mercer County Lamb and Wool Queen I found that the number of people who have not tried eating lamb is astonishingly high.  My goal is to set up booths at state wide functions to give people the opportunity to try lamb.  Through my schools nutrition club, I already have plans to serve lamb at their meetings, and at other community events. 

As my time in 4-H dwindles, I look forward to continuing my involvement in agriculture and the sheep industry.  Next fall, I plan to attend college to become an agricultural lawyer.  Through this, I hope to aid, support, and propel sheep farmers into a successful future.

